	  Thesis
	
	Potential point
	Actual points
	Comments

	handout on thesis
	Thesis answers the assignment question and  explains “how” and “why” that point of view makes sense.
	20
	
	

	
	Thesis is concise and clear.
	6
	
	

	
	Thesis comes near the start of the paper so that it can guide the reader’s understanding
	1
	
	

	Support & Development

of thesis


	The “supporting points” in the body of the paper explain why the thesis is valid.  The relationship of each supporting point to the thesis is clear and explicit, not assumed. 
	15
	
	

	Use of Evidence


handout on how to handle evidence
	The evidence presented is both relevant to your claims and accurate. Use of evidence is responsible – not taken out of context, etc…
	15
	
	

	
	There is a clear explanation of how the evidence supports your claims (“the warrant”)
	14
	
	

	Use of Quotations

handout on quotations

	All quotations are properly integrated into your own sentences
	3
	
	

	handout on reducing quotations
	Quotations have been reduced to the most relevant portions of the original text
	2
	
	

	Transitions

handout on how to use transitions

	The logical connections between thought units are explicitly stated for the reader.
	5
	
	

	Paragraphing

handout on paragraphs 


	Each paragraph develops one, and only one, main point or idea
	7
	
	

	Grammar, Punctuation, and Style
	All sentences employ standard grammar and have been spelled-checked
	11
	
	

	website  on passive voice
	Avoid unnecessary use of the passive voice
	1
	
	


