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Television uses a simple narrative form that can be easily comprehended. Yet, the genre itself presents narrative complications that arise from the small screen size, the need to make a program enjoyable to new viewers, the need to advertise, and the need to provide information quickly. 

One way that TV narrative has been adapted to accommodate the particulars of TV is through the use of series shows. These shows are continued from week-to-week or from day-to-day. They draw on previously aired information to enhance current episodes. The model below can help you think about series shows.

The Story World of Series TV

	The Story World: What is the larger situation in which the series is set?

(Plot A in TV lingo) 

Episode 1

Episode 2

Episode 3

What happens in each episode?

(Plots, B, C, and so on)





In studying TV narrative you need to consider both The Story World of a series as well as the particular episode of a series that you are viewing.

Story World Questions:


How would I describe this story world?


What are the people in this world like? (What are their traits? Hopes? Dreams? Fears? Normal ways of responding as we have known them over time?)

Episode Questions:


The Story World (TSW) of a series is constructed over time through episodes. When viewing series television, you need to think about both the episodes and TSW. How do the two work together? How does the information in the episode underscore or enhance what we know about TSW? How is the reverse true?

Events in the Episode:


The straightforward aspects of TV narrative arise from the causal links (cause/effect chain of events) that are revealed in episodes. Generally, presented in a simplified narrative format with a three-act structure broken by commercials, TV storylines follow a pattern. A cause results in an effect that becomes a cause that leads to another effect, and so on. 

Cause=Effect/Cause=Effect/Cause=Effect/Cause

But this does not necessarily happen in the linear order shown above. Some time a cause happens but the effect is not immediately seen. This is called a Dangling Cause. The effect may not happen until late in the episode or in another episode, sometimes years later! Who shot JR? Will Ross and Rachael ever get together? The Dangling Cause builds tension and viewer curiosity. 

