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Making Objects Speak:
Portable Audio Guides for Teaching with Material Culture in the Humanities

Summer Institute -- June 1-4, 2009

City University of New York Graduate Center

Hosted by John Jay College of the City University of New York and 

the National Endowment for the Humanities
Guidelines for Candidates

The Making Objects Speak program is open to humanities faculty at universities and colleges who use audio resources to support classroom teaching.  We also welcome museum educators and others in non-university settings.  Candidates will be selected on the basis of their demonstrated interest and experience in:

1) Teaching using audio materials in conjunction with new media;

2) Using inquiry-based classroom pedagogies;

3) Exploring on-line visual and material culture archives; and

4) Expanding their professional knowledge and teaching repertoires.

Candidates must commit themselves to attending a summer institute, June 1-4 2009, held at the City University of New York Graduate Center, and to participate in follow-up activities including blog discussions on the audio resources of their choice.
For the Making Objects Speak website, go to http://web.jjay.cuny.edu/~history/making_objects_speak/mock.html 
Application Process:

All applications are due by Friday April 17, 2009. Applications can be submitted by individuals or teams (2-3 people).

Please address all questions and send applications to: 

Making Objects Speak

Donna Thompson Ray, Project Director, Faculty Development Programs, American Social History Project/Center for Media and Learning, City University of New York Graduate Center, 365 Fifth Avenue, 7th floor, New York, NY 10016

Fax: 212-817-1568, Email: DThompson@gc.cuny.edu.  No phone calls please.

Making Objects Speak:
Portable Audio Guides for Teaching with Material Culture in the Humanities

Application Form

Name: 

_____________________________________________________________________

Address: (home)

Street: 

___________________________________________________________________

City: _________________________ State: ________________ Zip: ______________

Telephone

Home: _____________________________________________________________________

Work: _____________________________________________________________________

Email Address: ________________________________________________________

University/College/Institution  Name: _____________________________________________________________________

University /College/ Institution Address: _____________________________________________________________________

Is your application part of a team or collaboration from your institution?

Please answer the following questions.

PRESENT TEACHING AND CLASSROOM PRACTICE

1. Please outline your experience teaching humanities courses.  What have been some of your objectives (and success in meeting them) in teaching humanities courses?

2. How would you describe your current teaching strategies? What has been your experience with inquiry-based approaches to teaching and learning?

3. Please outline your current use of new media.  How have you used these tools in the classroom?  

4.  Please discuss your use of material culture materials in your research or teaching.  Have you used museum visits or walking tours in your teaching?  If so, how?  If not, what interests you in particular about these materials?  Also, please tell us about your interest in audio tours.
FUTURE GOALS AND TEACHING

4. Please sketch your long-term goals as an educator. How would participation in the Making Objects Speak program (including its focus on the theme “Learning to Look”) help you address these goals? Please sketch out your initial thinking for an audio tour project.

5.  Please help us get a clear picture of the school where you teach (or the institution where you work). Please describe your school, including information that you think would be helpful to us. If possible, include: the number of students enrolled in the school, some sense of the student demographics; and an estimate of the number of students in the course that you would be planning to teach using new media. 

